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Temple Israel of West Palm Beach, FL 
 

High Holy Days 2020 
 

Basic Philosophy & Description of Services 

 
Judaism believes that preservation of life is of paramount importance, especially when it comes 

to fulfilling one’s ritual obligations.  

 

“One should avoid all things that might lead to danger, because a danger to life is stricter 

than a ritual prohibition. Therefore, it is forbidden to walk in a dangerous place, like 

under a leaning wall…. It is prohibited to rely on a miracle or to put one’s life in danger.” 

(Shulchan Aruch, classic code of Jewish law) 

 

In order to protect everyone to the fullest extent possible, we will not be using the Kraft 

Sanctuary for the High Holy Days for communal worship.  The only people who will be in our 

sanctuary during services will be Rabbi Salkin; David Block, the accompanist; Carol Anne Albee, 

our tech person; Jackie Klein, our Religious School & Youth Programming Director (for family 

services and our seder); and Karen Szteinberg, our Administrator/Executive Director (for our 

seder and technical assistance.) 

 

Torah and haftarah readings will be pre-recorded at the homes of the participants.  

 

The liturgy will come from the Power Point slides of Mishkan HaNefesh, with significant additions 

and edits. 

 

All services will be available through Zoom for Temple Israel congregants, and simultaneously 

broadcast to our website and Facebook page.  Services will be recorded and available for later 

viewing “on demand.” 

 

Every congregant will receive Zoom instructions and a password for access services.  These are 

yours, exclusively.  Please do not share with others; it is one of the benefits of your membership.  

We do not want the Zoom password to be available to the public, for security reasons.  The 

general public will be able to view our services on our webpage and Facebook, with the exception 

of our Family Worship Services which will be available to all through Zoom but only by pre-

registration, for security purposes. 
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We know that our congregants have different skill levels in navigating Zoom, as well as different 

internet capacities.  We will try diligently to ensure that our services are accessible to all 

congregants.   

 

Some of our services will be live; others will be pre-recorded and then broadcast at the 

appropriate time. 

 

Our services will be presented in blocks, with “down time” in between. 

 

While everyone will be participating with us from your homes, we ask that you treat our services 

precisely as you would in Temple Israel’s sanctuary:  Create a special “sacred” space to participate 

in the service; dress appropriately for the High Holy Days (including kippah and tallit if that is your 

custom); and try to remove all external distractions.  

 

We are grateful to our congregant, Marcie Gorman-Althof, and MNM Theatre Company for their 

production of the Days of Awe.  

 

 

Selichot 
 

Saturday evening, September 12, 7:30 pm.  A Selichot service of meditation, prayer, 

introspection and song.  Led by Rabbi Salkin and our artist-in-residence, the award-winning 

composer and performer Neshama Carlebach. 

 

Rosh HaShanah 
 

Friday, September 18, 6 pm.  Erev Rosh HaShanah:  A seder for the New Year, out of the 

Sephardic tradition.  Join with your immediate families at your tables for a different kind of Rosh 

HaShanah experience.  Through various food symbols, we will focus on the deeper meaning of 

this sacred moment and understand its relevance for us – especially this year.  Rabbi Salkin will 

lead and Neshama Carlebach will sing.  The following is what you will need on your table (some 

assistance is available to enable the purchase of these items, as needed.  Please let Rabbi Salkin 

know). 

Candles and Candlesticks Kiddish Cup 

Wine or Juice Round Challah 

Seder Items: 
Dates  Pomegranate  String Beans 
Leeks Beets Gourd  
Fish Head (ask the fish department of your favorite supermarket) 
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Saturday/Shabbat, September 19:  Rosh HaShanah day: 

 

9 am.  Rosh HaShanah Family Service:  Rabbi Salkin, Jackie Klein and Neshama Carlebach will 

lead our families in a family service.   

 

10:30 am.  Rosh HaShanah Morning Service:  Rabbi Salkin and Neshama Carlebach will lead a 

service that will lift up the essential, emotional and traditional prayers of Rosh HaShanah.  This 

year, especially, we invoke Avinu Malcheinu, with all its grandeur and humility.  Rabbi Salkin will 

preach the sermon.  

 

1 pm.  Torah Service:  Our Torah readers will read Bereshit, the account of creation – with a 

particular focus on the human role in creation.  We will understand that we are all one human 

family, and that we are all created in the divine image. 

 

2:30 pm.  Unetaneh Tokef:  “Who shall die, and who shall live?”  This is perhaps the most 

powerful moment in the liturgy for the Days of Awe.  It is also the most troubling.  Rabbi Salkin 

and Neshama Carlebach will read, sing and teach – with a “guest appearance” by the late singer-

songwriter, Leonard Cohen. 

 

3:30 pm.  The Shofar Service:  It is the most recognizable Jewish sound of the year – a series of 

plaintive, poignant and disrupting sounds, played on one of the most ancient instruments in the 

world.  Rabbi Salkin and Neshama Carlebach will join Marty List as our baal tekiah.  

 

5:30 pm.  Tashlich:  Live – on the shores of the Intracoastal Waterway, with appropriate social 

distancing.  Exact location to be announced.  We throw our “sins” (i.e. bread and/or bird seed) 

into the water.  We pray for a year with fewer burdens – and one that is not as crumby.  

 

The Ten Days of Repentance 
 

Sunday, September 20, 11:30 am.  “Shofar So Good” on the beach geared towards families with 

young children and open to anyone else wishing to participate.  Exact location to be announced. 

 

Tuesday, September 22 through Friday, September 25, 11:30 am.  “Shofar So Good.”  Rabbi 

Salkin will blast the shofar daily along the Intracoastal Waterway.  Exact location to be 

announced.  You are welcome to join while maintaining an appropriate social distance. 
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Tuesday, September 22, 7 pm.  "The Best of Us is Imperfect!"  Abraham, Rachel, Moses, Miriam, 

David and Esther: all are missing something.  Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit, Emeritus Professor 

Religious and Jewish Studies, will share the insights of his new book, "What Am I Missing? 

Questions About Being Human.”   Rabbi Edelheit served as the Senior Rabbi of Temple Israel, 

Minneapolis; created the Jewish Studies Program at St. Cloud State University, and served on 

President Bill Clinton's Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS.  He has been chosen as the 

Alumnus of the Year- 2021 at the University of Chicago Divinity School.  

 

Thursday, September 24, 7 pm.  “Looking for God in All The Right Places.”  Join Rabbi Salkin and 

journalist Abigail Pogrebin as they discuss Abigail’s recent conversations with various Jews on 

what they think about God – as published in the Forward.  Is it still possible to speak about God 

or should we just drop the word?  Is God still active?  And, why does it even matter?  

 

Abigail is a former Emmy-nominated producer for 60 Minutes, a prominent media figure and 

Jewish thought leader.  She is the author of “My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew,” 

which was a finalist for a National Jewish Book Award, and she wrote the recent series in The 

Forward: “Still Small Voice: 18 Questions about God.”  She is also the author of the bestselling 

“Stars of David: Prominent Jews Talk about Being Jewish.”  Her writings have appeared in 

Newsweek, Tablet, The Forward, The Daily Beast and many other publications.  She is the 

immediate Past President of Central Synagogue in New York City. 

 

Friday, Erev Shabbat, September 25, 6:30 pm.  Shabbat Shuvah (“Sabbath of Return”) services.  

Rabbi Salkin and Neshama Carlebach will lead services.  

 

Yom Kippur 
 

Sunday, September 27, 6:30 pm.  Erev Yom Kippur:  Kol Nidre service.  This is the most sacred 

and awesome moment of the Jewish year.  Rabbi Salkin and Neshama Carlebach will help us open 

the gates of heaven.  Rabbi Salkin will preach the sermon.   

 

Monday, September 28, Yom Kippur day: 

 

9 am.  Yom Kippur Morning Family Service:  Rabbi Salkin, Jackie Klein and Neshama Carlebach 

will lead the service.  

 

10:30 am.  Yom Kippur Morning Service:  The essential prayers that tug on our hearts.  Rabbi 

Salkin and Neshama Carlebach will lead the service, and Rabbi Salkin will preach the sermon. 
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1 pm.  Haftarah Service:  Isaiah 58 – Judaism’s essential message of social justice, chanted by 

congregants.  Rabbi Howard Shapiro will offer a commentary.  

 

2:30 pm.  A Special Presentation by Neshama Carlebach:  Neshama will share some of her most 

meaningful songs, with commentary by Rabbi Salkin.   

 

3:30 pm.  Afternoon Haftarah Service:  Excerpts from the book of Jonah, chanted by 

congregants.  With video musical commentary by Ari Lesser, rapper. 

 

4:30 pm.  Yizkor:  The Yom Kippur memorial service.  Please be prepared with photographs of 

your loved ones, to hold up for all to see when prompted during the service.  Rabbi Howard 

Shapiro will deliver the sermon.   

 

5:30 pm.  Neilah:  We gather together, virtually, as the gates of repentance close.  

 

Break-the-Fast 

Temple Israel’s Sisterhood will be delivering “Break-the-Fast” boxes prepared by TooJays to those 

congregants who wish to partake, but orders must be received by Thursday, September 17th.  

Further information is available in emails and our Koleynu, or call the Temple Office. 

 

Following the High Holy Days 
 

Saturday, October 3, 9:30 am.  Sukkot.  Join Rabbi Salkin in a special study session: “The First 

Rock Song I Ever Learned.” 

 

Saturday, October 3, 6 pm.  A Sukkot Celebration for families with young children, along the 

Intracoastal Waterway (location to be announced.) 

 

Friday, October 9, 7 pm.  Erev Simchat Torah.  A creative, socially distanced celebration of the 
end and beginning of the Torah, followed by a special celebratory concert. 

 

Friday, October 9, 8 pm.   Join Temple Israel in a collaboration with other URJ congregations for 
a Simchat Torah celebration like no other.  Nefesh Mountain, a unique Jewish bluegrass band, 
will lift our spirits and make our hearts dance (and maybe us too, in the privacy of our own 
homes!) as we celebrate Torah, celebrate our heritage and celebrate life even during complex 
and difficult times. 

 

Saturday, October 10, 11:45 am.  Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat.  A special festival morning service 

with Yizkor. 


